Phytochemical and pharmacological studies on Monechma ciliatum.
The leaves of Monechma ciliatum were found to contain alkaloids, glycosides, proteins, tannins and saponins. The hot methanol extract (HME) of the leaves, previously found to have potent oxytocic effect in various species was fractionated in various solvents and the fractions analysed chemically and also assayed on the rat uterus in an attempt to identify the chemical constituents present and in particular the oxytocic principle. Positive reaction with ninhydrin spray suggests that the oxytocic constituent is an amino acidic derivative.